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The role of the Climate Change Committee

The CCC’s statutory remit is to produce reports to government, 

Parliament, and their devolved equivalents.

• Carbon budgets: produced every five years to advise on 

the legal limit for the UK’s emissions over a five-year period. 

The Seventh Carbon Budget advice was published in 2025.

• Climate Change Risk Assessments: produced every five 

years to inform the Government’s assessment of the risks of 

climate change. The Fourth Climate Change Risk 

Assessment (CCRA4) evidence and advice was published 

in May 2026.

• Progress reports: for the UK Parliament these are produced 

every year (for mitigation) and every two years (for 

adaptation).

– Progress reports are also produced for Scotland, Wales, 

and Northern Ireland.

The role of the Climate Change Committee

Advising government, reporting to Parliament



Source: CCC analysis.
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Where the emissions reductions are within the Balanced Pathway

60% from electrifying key technologies and decarbonising and expanding electricity supply



Households contribute to around a third of emissions reduction in 2040

72% of that is from just two actions: switching to an EV and a heat pump

Source: CCC analysis.



The CCC’s citizens’ panel



• Deliberative process that gathers rich, qualitative data.

• Group of citizens, broadly reflective of the UK public.

• Come together for several workshops, to:

– Hear from experts about a topic.

– Ask questions about the topic.

– Deliberate solutions.

• Gives views of an informed public as opposed to, for 

example, initial views given in focus groups.

• Deliberations enable considering different points of view 

and circumstances of other people.

• Enables an in-depth exploration of challenging topics.

Citizens’ panel

What is a citizens’ panel?



• 26 members of the public from Birmingham and the 

surrounding area, reflective of the UK population gathered 

over seven sessions. 

• The panel learnt about climate change, Net Zero, 

household low-carbon choices and heard from a series of 

experts on policy options to support household choices.

We convened a citizens’ panel

An accessible and affordable vision for Net Zero



1

Introduction 

and learning 

about climate 

change and 

Net Zero.

2

Policies – how 

government 

can help and 

ensure change 

happens.

3

Recap and 

new joiner 

workshop.

4

Car use and 

heating our 

homes - Part 1

5

Car use and 

heating our 

homes - Part 2 

What we eat

6

Flying

Online

25 April

Face to face

18 May

Online

6 July

Face to face

13 July

Online

11 July

Online

16 July

7

A second look 

at car use and 

heating our 

homes and 

wrap up

Online

18 July

Which policies could you get behind?

Election

What did we do?

Timeline for the citizens’ panel



Spotlight: flying

Slides in non-CCC style are original slides from Ipsos for the panel
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Efficiencies Zero emissions planes SAF Carbon removals Managing how 

much we fly

Cost effective Could replace some short 

haul flights by 2050

Can replace fossil 

fuels in current planes

Can be used with 

existing planes

Works immediately, 

reduces impacts from 

contrails

Small impact Technology takes decades 

to develop, expensive

Limited resource, 

expensive

Technology takes 

time to develop, 

expensive

Puts limits on flying, 

untested policy 

options

10  

How can we reduce emissions from flying?

Summary of the options
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Remaining emissions can be removed with 

carbon removal technologies

11  

How can we reduce emissions from flying?

4. Offsetting remaining emissions with carbon removals

Technology very new and needs time to develop

Will be very expensive until around 2040

Doesn’t require new aviation infrastructure or 

planes

Doesn’t reduce aviation sector emissions, it 

only “offsets” them

Susan van Dyk
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• Caveat: the focus of the sessions was not on removals.

• Participants were less familiar with removals technologies 

and some expressed concern. 

• Participants felt removals should be a complementary 

measure alongside managing aviation demand.

• Participants generally thought that paying for carbon 

removals via taxes on all citizens was unfair.

• Participants generally wanted airlines or those who fly to 

cover the costs of removals.

• Some participants had low trust in airlines to manage 

removals and felt there should be government oversight.

Removals 

Findings from Ipsos report
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