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Who are we?

• NRW is the largest Welsh Government sponsored body 

employing 1900 staff across Wales with a budget of £180 

million.

• We were formed in 2013, largely taking over the functions of 

the Countryside Council for Wales, Forestry Commission 

Wales and the Environment Agency in Wales.

• We receive a Remit Letter from Welsh Government at the 

start of each financial year setting out what the WG wants 

us to achieve during that year.



Our legislative framework make us 

different to other UK regulators

• Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

states that NRW must pursue 

the sustainable management 

of natural resources and apply 

the principles of sustainable 

management of natural 

resources.



Well-being of Future Generations 

(Wales) Act 2015

• WBFGA puts a well-being 

duty on public bodies in 

Wales

• Each body must carry out 

sustainable development

• Setting and publishing well-

being objectives



Our main roles and responsibilities





CCS/CCUS and NRW’s role

• Technical adviser on Carbon Capture Readiness to 

Development Consent Order Process.

• Permit CCS plants that are for geological storage under 

EPR Schedule 1 Part 2 Chapter 6 Section 6.10.

• For CCS there is currently no BRef so regulators are 

working collaboratively with industry and UKCCSRC on 

guidance and will set permit conditions following article 14.6 

of the IED. 

• CCS pipelines – NRW are a statutory consultee for planning

• UK Emissions Trading Scheme includes CCS

• Conservation advisor in Wales

• Pre application advice



Things to think about

❑ Early engagement

❑ Think about the whole system

❑ Is there more you can do when developing CCS – improving 

biodiversity, adaptation to climate change, circular economy?

❑ Need to share learning



Contacts and links

• For further information please contact -

karl.shepherd@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk or  

lee.mills@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk

• Natural Resources Wales / Our roles and responsibilities

• UKCCSRC - Carbon Capture & Storage (CCS) Best 

Available Techniques (BAT) information for CCS –

UKCCSRC

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/emerging-

techniques-for-hydrogen-production-with-carbon-capture

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-

emerging-techniques-for-hydrogen-production-from-

methane-and-refinery-fuel-gas-with-carbon-capture
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