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Changing Saliency

Most Important Issues Facing the UK Today (Top 3)
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Top 3 responses

Most Important Issues
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Tradeoffs

Economic Growth versus

Environment/Public Health
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Societal Impact

Potential impact of Climate change/COVID-19

pandemic if left unchecked?
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Effectiveness

Government’s response to the COVID-19
pandemic/climate change to date
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Stringency

Measures employed to date in the UK to address
the COVID-19 pandemic/climate change?
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Speed

Timing of the measures employed in the UK to
address the COVID-19 pandemic/climate change?
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Personal Impact
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More tradeoffs

Economic Growth versus
Climate Change/COVID-19

50

40

30

20

. ol al

o B = wm- . . II. II -I

N X 9 6 A L R

&

S

& &
O

S ¢
< RS

B Climate change ® COVID-19

www.eprg.group.cam.ac.uk 10




3 UNIVERSITY OF |[Energy Policy
4P CAMBRIDGE | Research Group

Post-pandemic priorities

Looking beyond this immediate
crisis, and taking into account
all of the government's
priorities, what is your view on
each of the following two
issues?

Percent

B Pandemics [ Climate change
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major societal problems

Terrorism

Road congestion
Homelessness
Energy bills
HIV/AIDS
Obesity
COVID-19

Climate change

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Completely Completely
M0 - individual's responsibility m1 m2 m3 4 5 677 m8 m9 W10- government's responsibility
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Changes post-lockdown?

Thinking about when the COVID-19 pandemic is
resolved and life can go back to normal, do you think
you will be more or less likely to:

Be involved in your local community

Be involved in your children's school

Work from home

Travel for personal reasons

Travel for business reasons I I

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
B Much less likely ® Less likely ~ Similar to previously ® More likely B Much more likely ® Not applicable

www.eprg.group.cam.ac.uk 13




53 UNIVERSITY OF |[Energy Policy
4P CAMBRIDGE | Research Group

Familiarity with CCS

How familiar are you with carbon capture and storages (CCS)
technologies?
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Familiaritx with NETs
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technologies (NETs)?
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To the best of your knowledge, do you believe the following statements are true or

false? If you are unsure, please give your best guess.
e

8-9 May '19 13-15 Apr '20

We are currently in a warm period between ice TRUE 70 66
ages' FALSE 30 34
Roughly two-thirds of the energy used to produce TRUE 74 69
electricity from fossil fuels is lost' FALSE 26 31
Climate change is caused by a hole in the earth’s TRUE 35 39
e FALSE 65 61
Every time we use coal or oil or gas, we contribute TRUE 88 91
to the greenhouse effect' FALSE 12 9
Oil and gas reservoirs are typically found 100 meters TRUE 48 55
below the surface' FALSE 52 45
Oxygen is the main component of the smoke TRUE 12 11
emitted from a chimney or exhaust pipe' FALSE 38 39
Dinosaurs were alive 1 million years ago' TRUE 46 48

VeI EE FALSE 54 52

TRUE

Coal is produced from dead plants' FALUSE 22 23
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2019
Support for Alternative Technologies as part of a Climate Plan

Aerosols

Iron fertilisation
Enhanced weathering
Re/aforestation

Cool roof

Direct air capture with storage
BECCS

CCS with coal

CCS with gas

Fuel switching
Bioenergy

Nuclear energy

Solar energy

Wind energy
Energy-efficient cars

Energy-efficient appliances

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

M Definitely use ™ Probably use m Neutral ™ Probably notuse M Definitely notuse ™ Don't know
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Support for Alternative Technologies as part of a Climate Plan

Aerosols

Iron fertilisation

Enhanced weathering
Re/aforestation

Cool roof

Direct air capture with storage
BECCS

CCS with coal

CCS with gas

Fuel switching

Bioenergy

Nuclear energy

Solar energy

Wind energy
Energy-efficient cars

Energy-efficient appliances
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B Definitely use ™ Probably use m Neutral ™ Probably notuse ™ Definitely notuse m Don't know
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the problem of climate change

Change global climate system

Address local impacts

Technical solutions to remove CO2

Natural solutions to remove CO2

Change your energy source

Change technology to reduce energy
consumption

Change behaviour

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
HI1lst m2nd ®3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th ® Not ranked
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Limitations and Next Steps

« Snapshot of one short period during lockdown and wider
economic impacts won’t be felt for many months so cannot be
certain as to continued support for climate action

 The low level of awareness of CCS (and NETS) limits some of
the conclusions

* Poor knowledge may lead to pseudo-opinions but the time
series gives reason to believe some views are fairly robust

* Need for a proper multivariate analysis (which comes next!)
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Thanks!

David Reiner
University of Cambridge

Assistant Director, Energy Policy Research Group

Deputy Director for Systems & Policy,
UK Carbon Capture and Storage Research Centre

dmr40@cam.ac.uk
+44-1223-339616
3 @DMReinerCamb

www.eprg.group.cam.ac.uk 21



mailto:dmr40@cam.ac.uk

