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OUTLINE

 The problem –

 CCS is unheard of, or unpopular

 No plans for Power CCS in the UK, and little momentum globally

 UK coal phase-out by 2025: no scope for CCS on coal

 A possible solution–

 Current UK government has argued for a strong focus on industry

 CCS can be re-branded as a climate change-fighting technology



KEY MESSAGE

 De-link CCS and coal

 Launching CCS in the UK for industry



 Renewables very popular, 

with Conservative voters, 

with Leave voters

 How can CCS reach that 

level of knowledge and 

popular support? 

Source: Bright Blue (2017)



POLLING

Solar

Appliance efficiency

Car efficiency

Wind 

CO2 sequestration

Biomass

Nuclear

CCS

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Source: UKCCSSC (2006) http://www.ukccsc.co.uk/Publications/Reiner1.pdf 

Q- “If you were 

responsible for 

designing a plan to 

address global 

warming, which of 

the following 

technologies would 

you use?”

Not sure



There is only one thing in the world worse than being talked about, 

and that is being not talked about



CLEAN COAL

Source: YouGov poll for the Sunday Times, May 2015.

 Public has extremely 

negative view of coal

 Association between CCS 

and Coal is strong and 

needs to be overcome



KINGSNORTH



BEIS Energy & Emissions Projections, March 2017



BEIS ON POWER CCS

BEIS Energy & Emissions 

Projections, March 2017

“Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) is not 

assumed to come on in any significant 

capacity over the period of this modelling 

[to 2035]. 

In the [previous] 2015 projections, CCS 

generation had been assumed from 2025.”



WHAT WILL IT TAKE TO GET CCS STARTED?



UK INDUSTRIAL STRATEGY

“Underpinning this [industrial] strategy is a new approach to 

government, not just stepping back and leaving business to 

get on with the job, but stepping up to a new, active role that 

backs business and ensures more people in all corners of the 

country share in the benefits of its success.”

-Theresa May, 

UK Industrial Strategy Green Paper, January 2017



WHY INDUSTRY?

 Jobs

 Clean growth

 Achieving ‘hard’ decarbonisation



INDUSTRIAL 

EMISSIONS



TEESSIDE INDUSTRIAL HUB



HYDROGEN & CCS



CCU?



HOW TO SECURE BROAD SUPPORT FOR 

CCS?

 No coal

 Start small, not megaprojects

 Link CCS to jobs (i.e. industry)

 Link CCS more explicitly to climate

 Promote Paris Agreement net zero target



WHAT’S NEXT?

 UK CCS Strategy

 First industrial project

 Shipped or onshore storage

 Decommissioning



THANKS FOR LISTENING


